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feature of prominent architect ore in Bengal, this curvilinear form found its
•way in the 17th century to Delhi, and in the 18th to Lahore, and all the
intermediate buildings from, say A- D. 1650, betray its presence to a
greater less extent. It is a curious illustration, however, of how much there
is in architecture that is conventional and how far familiarity may render
that beautiful which is not so abstractedly, that while to the'European eye
this form always remains unpleasing, to the native eye—Hindu or Maho-
mcdan—it is tho most elegant of modern inventions." Fergtisson: Hitfnry
of Modqrn and Eastern, Architecture, pp. 545-6.
The village of Dakhineshar (Dakshine?ar), where the
Nabobs of Chitpore once hunted tigers, is passed and
to the north of it we note a powder magazine. "The white
walls of a Christian Church tell us that we are passing
Agarpara—a centre of the zenana work of the Church
Missionary Society. The Mission House, the Church, and
the School owe their existence to a famous L'ady Mission-^
ary—Mrs. Wilson. The Church lost its tower in the earth-
quake of 1897.
The names of the riverside villages recall the times
when the great tidal swamp was retreating and leaving
habitable places in Bengal. Sooksagar far up the river—
where Warren Hastings had a bungalow*—is the "dried-up
sea." Ariyadar (Agarpara)is " the island of Aryans,"near
Barnagore, the "place of wild boars." Khardaha, orKhur-
dah, to which we are just coming, is the "spear-shaped
island." To Hindus Khurdah is eminent for its Ross
temple, built by the Gossains, the descendants of Nitya-
nundu, a disciple of Caitanya, the founder of one of the six
principal sects of Vaishnavism. The chief image here—
that of Samsoonder—is or was said to be a portion of the
famous stone brought by Roodra from gout. Half a mile
'higher up the river we pass a cluster of twenty-four tem-
ples, erected by the Biswas family, and dedicated to Siva.
It will hardly be credited, yet it is a fact, that Tittaghur
was once the site of a busy dockyard. Here in 1801,
Messrs. Hamilton and Alexander launched a vessel of
1,445 tons— The Countess of Sutherland. Years ago
Titaghur was the scene of the Company's experimental
garden and comprised 300 bighas of land carefully tended*
by a distinguished botanist, Dr. Nathaniel Wallicli.
* Submerged by the river about 1861.   A picture of it will be found in
Rural Life in Bengal.

